
V ISIT W W W. B O O N E G O V. C O M  FOR MORE  INF ORM ATIO N  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
■ Boone Farmer’s Market Thursday’s 3pm—6pm at 6th and Story parking lot 

■ October 23rd Boone Area Merchants “Trick or Treat” night downtown 

■ October 23rd & 24th KWBG Fall Auction 

■ October 31st “Trick or Treat”  5:30 pm to 7 pm 

■ November 11th City Hall closed in observance of Veterans Day 

■ November 27th and 28th City Hall closed in observance of Thanksgiving Holiday  

■ “Shop with a Cop” information coming in Novembers newsletter. 
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Leaf Burning 
It is getting to be the time of year people will be doing 

fall yard work. This is just a friendly reminder that burn-

ing leaves can have negative health impacts and nega-

tively impact the environment as well. 

 

Contained in this article are several references from the 

EPA, Iowa DNR and other governmental resources.  This 

information was compiled by residents in Boone having 

a desire to further educate the general public.  The Boone 

City Council concurred with requests to further educate 

our citizens.  On the back page of this newsletter will be 

a series of links with further references of the informa-

tion contained below. 

 

The smoke generated by a large number of simultaneous 

leaf fires can cause significant health problems.  Leaf 

smoke can irritate the eyes, nose, and throat of healthy 

adults, but it can be much more harmful to small children 

under age 10, pregnant women, people over 65, people 

with asthma or other lung or heart diseases, people with 

chronic respiratory diseases, and people with allergies.  

This is because the visible smoke from leaf fires is made 

up almost entirely of tiny particles that can reach deep 

into lung tissue and cause symptoms such as coughing, 

wheezing, chest pain, and shortness of breath; symptoms 

that might not occur until several days after exposure to 

large amounts of leaf smoke. 

 

Besides being an irritant, leaf smoke contains many haz-

ardous chemicals, including carbon monoxide and hydro-

carbons.  Carbon monoxide binds with the hemoglobin in 

the bloodstream and thus reduces the amount of oxygen 

in the blood and lungs.  Carbon monoxide can be very 

dangerous for young children with immature lungs, 

smokers, the elderly, and people with chronic heart or 

lung diseases.  Eighty-five percent (85%) of the hydro-

carbons given off by leaf smoke are small enough to 

reach the deepest part of the lungs and eventually are  

absorbed into the bloodstream. 

 

There are many alternative ways to dispose of leaves 

rather than burning.    Options include composting 

leaves, mulching leaves, shredding leaves through the 

lawn mower, or bagging the leaves and taking them to 

the Boone County Landfill, which has free drop off for 

yard waste during the spring and fall open burning    pe-

riods.  The Landfill will compost the leaves dropped off 

to help prevent erosion on the hills.  Mulching leaves 

adds vital nutrients to the soil and prevents wind and wa-

ter erosion.  Using leaf mulch around shrubs and plants   

discourages weeds, reduces moisture loss, helps control 

temperature, and provides a neat finished appearance.  

Home composting of leaves may be used as a fertilizer 

and soil conditioner.  A properly managed compost pile 

emits no odors and adds vital organic matter to build up 

soil and retain more moisture.  The many advantages of 

recycling leaves are that is saves money in costs of peat 

and fertilizer, and reduces the danger of leaf fires. 

 

Before burning leaves please consider any of the above 

alternatives; however, if you must burn please do it 

safely.  You should burn only dry leaves because they 

make less smoke and burn much quicker.  Moist leaves 

tend to burn slowly and are more likely to also give off 

more hydrocarbon chemicals.  Never use any kind of  

accelerant to provoke the fire.  Never leave a fire         

unattended and always keep a garden hose nearby.  Hose 

the fire down once it burns out never leave the fire smol-

dering as it will continue to releasing poisonous carbon 

monoxide gas. 
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Strengthening Our Community Is Our Cause 

  

YMCA Fund Raising Event 
Jamie Kelley will be presenting a  

Music Concert at the  

Boone High School Auditorium 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 

7:30 p.m.  

 
Part of the proceeds from that show will go to help 

the Boone YMCA’s Annual Campaign so that no one 

is turned away from the YMCA due to inability to 

pay.  Jamie likes to try to help different organizations 

each year .  This year, along with his Heart & Soul 

Band, he will be joined by the Keith Sisters direct 

from Branson, Missouri.   Also, on the program local 

14 year old, Hawk McIntyre will sing a couple of 

numbers to start off the show.    

 

General Admission tickets are $20 in advance and 

will include a FREE 8x10 photo of Jamie.  Addition-

ally your ticket has a coupon on the back side worth 

$2.00 off any meal at our local Saints Avenue Café in 

Boone.  Tickets at the door are $25.00.  A few VIP 

reserved seats are on sale at $30.00 but only while 

supplies last. 

 

Tickets are on sale at the Boone County Family 

YMCA and Eckstein’s Jewelry.  For credit card sales 

call (515) 432-4332 or stop by 718 W Mamie         

Eisenhower Avenue in Boone. 

 Need to Know 

 

Ordinance NO. 2204 
Is changing. 

 
Municipal Infractions for blowing 

grass, leaves or snow into the 

streets “open burning” or placing 

signs in the public right-of-way 

shall carry the following penalties. 

 

(1)First Offense- $75.00 fine 

(2) Second Offense- $300.00 fine 

(3) Third Offense and subsequent 

Offenses -$750.00 

Each day that a violation occurs or 

is permitted to exist constitutes a 

report offense. 

  

Burning Ordinance  Summary 

 

Opening burning  
Landscape wastes only can be burned 

during the hours and dates listed below: 

 

October 1st –November 15th 

8:00 am to 5 pm 

April 15th—May 15th 

8:00 am to 7:00 pm 

 

Alternative Disposal Methods 
Composting –great for fertilizer for 

flower beds & vegetable gardens 

Boone County Landfill  
 Free yard waste disposal in the spring 

and fall. Call 515-433-0591 for more   

information 

Local refuse hauler  
Contact your local hauler for            

costs and schedules 

For more information about leaf burning:  

 
http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/burnleaves.html 
http://www.epa.gov/oaqps001/community/details/barrelburn_addl_info.html 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/air/environment/openburning/  
http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/46613.html 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/outdoor_woodsmoke/alternativestoburn.htm 

http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/burnleaves.html
http://www.epa.gov/oaqps001/community/details/barrelburn_addl_info.html
http://www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/air/environment/openburning/effect_alt.pdf?amp;tabid=1073
http://www.dec.ny.gov/public/46613.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/outdoor_woodsmoke/alternativestoburn.htm

