
V ISIT W W W. B O O N E G O V. C O M  FOR MORE  INF ORM ATIO N  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
■ October 22nd and 23rd KWBG Fall Auction 

■ October 29th Boone Area Merchants “Trick or Treat” night downtown  

■ October 31st Halloween “Trick or Treat “ 5:30 pm to 7 pm 

■ November 2nd the Santa Express  tickets sales begin at www.bsvrr.com 

■ November 11th City Hall closed in observance of Veterans Day 

■ November 27,28,29—December 4,5,6,11,12,13,18,19 & 20 Santa Express tickets at www.bsvrr.com 
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From the Desk of Luke Nelson 

City Administrator 
 

Property Taxes- 
At a recent Council meeting there was brief discussion about 

property tax bills.  Some Council Members have had questions 

from the public about their increased taxes.  Below is a sum-

mary explanation of the reasons for the increases:  

 

Property taxes can be impacted by three primary factors: 

       1.)  Property value increase (you put an  addition on your 

home) 

       2.)  Taxing authorities increased their budgets 

       3.)  State Rollback changed 

 

Property taxes are complex.  There are dozens of taxing enti-

ties that all set variable levies each year.  Some years they go 

up and some years they go down.  That part seems sim-

ple.  What makes property taxes so difficult are the roll-

backs.  Currently there are two Rollbacks that exist; residential 

and commercial.  These Rollbacks are the States way of con-

trolling how local property taxes are figured.  If you want the 

details, you can go to https://tax.iowa.gov and search for 

“Rollback.”  The purpose of this article is to provide only a 

brief summary in layman’s terms. 

 

For the purpose of this discussion I am going to focus on Resi-

dential Rollbacks.  Years ago the State of Iowa determined 

that it was necessary to link agriculture values and residential 

values.  Essentially, the State didn’t want a housing boom to 

outpace a lagging agricultural economy.  For many years the 

low value of agriculture land kept our residential taxable val-

ues low.  After the real estate bubble burst from 2005 through 

2008 we began to see agricultural land values climb here in 

Iowa.  Those climbing values across the State allowed our tax-

able residential values to increase.  My best analogy is a race 

between two runners;  a fast runner and a slow runner.  Imag-

ine these two individuals shackled together so that the fast 

runner can’t get too far ahead.  Now imagine that the slower 

runner starts to pick up speed.  Both runners can now acceler-

ate at a higher rate.  For years agricultural land values have 

been the “slow runners” and now they are picking up 

speed.  So now consider that agriculture land values were 

holding back residential values for many years.  Now that ag-

riculture values are increasing, so too does the taxable value of 

residential property.  It should also be noted that these impacts 

are not immediate.  The process of ag land sales prices gradu-

ally impact the overall value of the State and it happens over 

several years. 

 

Now back to the question, “why did my taxes go up?”  In very 

short terms, the change in the rollback is responsible for about 

75% of your tax increase.  The remaining 25% is a result of 

increases by taxing entities.  You can look at your tax bill to 

see where your tax increase (or decrease) came from.  There 

are percentages at the bottom of your tax bill.  Those percent-

ages will give you an idea of where your tax dollars are go-

ing.  The city of Boone is not one of the entities that increased 

their levy although Boone, like many other entities, do benefit 

from the increased taxable value for residential property.  If it 

wasn’t for the increased rollback it is possible that Boone 

would have been in a position of reducing City services.  I 

have found that many people prefer to keep services where 

they are at.  What can be troubling is that an equal number of 

people expect low taxes.  Unless we have a booming economy 

and booming growth, it can be hard to keep up with an in-

creased cost of doing business. 

 

Your City government will strive to be efficient and maintain 

City services while also working to grow our community.  All 

of these things will help relieve tax pressures. 
 

  

https://tax.iowa.gov
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NEW UTILITY BILLING ON-LINE 
 

TO START/STOP OR TRANSFER WATER SERVICE 
Please go to  

utilitybilling.boonegov.com 
for  

start/stop/transfer. 

 
Online application is complete when you receive the message                

“your request has been finalized and submitted”     
 (found in top left hand corner after completed) 

 
If you do not have internet access a laptop is available to use in the  

Central Business Office  
Located  in City Hall  923 8th St 

Ordinance NO. 2204 
Municipal Infractions for blowing grass, 

leaves or snow into the streets “open burn-

ing” or placing signs in the public right-of-

way shall carry the following penalties. 

 

(1) First Offense- $75.00 fine 

(2)  Second Offense- $300.00 fine 

(3)  Third Offense and subsequent 

Offenses -$750.00 

Each day that a violation occurs or is per-

mitted to exist constitutes a report offense. 

  

Burning Ordinance  Summary 

 

Opening burning  

Landscape wastes only can be burned     

during the hours and dates listed below: 

 

October 1st –November 15th 

8:00 am to 5 pm 

April 15th—May 15th 

8:00 am to 7:00 pm 

 

Alternative Disposal Methods 

Composting –great for fertilizer for       

flower beds & vegetable gardens 

Boone County Landfill  
 Free yard waste disposal in the spring and fall.     

Call 515-433-0591                                                 

for more information 

 

Local refuse hauler  

Contact your local hauler for                       

costs and schedules 

Snow Ordinance Reminder 

 

Boone adopted a Snow ordinance that will be put into effect in antici-

pation of major snow events. When the Snow Ordnance goes into ef-

fect all vehicles and trailers must be removed from City streets.  The 

result is a street that can now be completely cleaned from curb-to-curb 

for safe travel of vehicles. 

To make this a success we need your help.  We need citizens to 

spread the word.  During snow falls we need citizens to remove all 

vehicles from City streets.  Citizens can monitor the City website at 

www.boonegov.com and tune to KWBG AM 1590 to determine when 

the Snow Ordinance is in effect. With your help we can make this year 

another successful year for snow removal.  The Mayor and Council 

have a desire to keep citizens informed when the snow ordinance will 

go into effect.  If you would like to be contacted (via e-mail or cell 

phone text message)  we will need your cell phone number and cell 

provider, please note you may be charged a fee from your cell pro-

vider, also Straight-Talk users will have to provide a e-mail address as 

we cannot use your cell provider, send your information to: 

clerk@city.boone.ia.us.  The city will send out a notification message 

noting when the ordinance goes into effect.  We will also send a note 

when the ordinance ends.  A separate notification will be sent for each 

separate winter event.   

For more information visit www.boonegov.com 

Reminder of the Water Rate Adjustment 
This will be the third billing period with your water rate increase  of $2.00 for your inside meter with no increase to the out-

side meter rates. 
The purpose of the rate adjustments is to address past, present and future maintenance of our water system.  We have a 

complex network of water lines and water  towers along with a state-of-the-art water treatment facility.  To adequately maintain 
these systems we must be vigilant about repairs.  We must also effectively plan for the future through the establishment of de-
preciation.  Depreciation is a method of gradually saving money to make large repairs in the future. 
There are two primary reasons for the rate increase; First, the past rate structure provided the first 100 Cubic Feet (CF) as inclu-
sive with the base rate.  Our analysis has shown that the base rate should be adjusted to cover our fixed costs.  When we in-
cluded the first 100CF of water in the base rate we were not receiving proper compensation for that water.  The new rates will  
no longer include the first 100CF of water.  Customers will pay for all water used.  Second, we found that our base rate is not  
covering our fixed costs.  Our hope is that over the next several years we can make further adjustments in our operations to keep 
our utility costs manageable. 

Make your donations to: “Miles Of Lights”   

                                   City of Boone  

                                     Miles of Lights 

                                        PO Box 550 

                                   Boone, IA 50036 


